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especially in persuading him to withdraw his demand for the
immediate conversion of the Prince.    He. therefore,

He urg^s                                        .

Philip to began by assuring him that it would be altogether
James's useless to persist in asking for a concession which
offer*           James was unable to make without endanger-

ing both his own life and that of his son. Even to grant
liberty of conscience by repealing the laws against the Catholics
was beyond the power of a king of England, unless he could
gain the consent of his Parliament. All that he could do
would be to connive at the breach of the penal laws by releas-
ing the priests from prison, and by refusing to receive the fines
of the laity. James was willing to do this ; and if this offer
was accepted, everything else would follow in course of time.l

Sarmiento may well have doubted whether his suggestions

would  prove acceptable  at  Madrid.    On the first news  of

Somerset's overtures, Philip, or the great man who

The Pope's   acted in his name, had determined upon consulting

opposition.   ^e p0pe_2    The repiy Of pau] -\r was anything but

favourable. The proposed union, he said, would not only
imperil the faith of the Infanta, and the faith of any children
that she might have, but would also bring about increased
facilities of communication between the two countries which
could not but be detrimental to the purity of religion in Spain.
Besides this, it was well known that it was a maxim in
England that a king was justified in divorcing a childless wife.
On these grounds he was unable to give his approbation to
the marriage.3

August.           Even those to whom the Pope's objections are no

The junta     obiections at all cannot but wish that his judgment

oftheolo-          J                        ...                     Jo

gians. had been accepted as final in the matter. In his eyes
marriage was not to be trifled with, even when the political ad-
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